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kirriemuir 
The  core of Kirriemuir, including its main square and old town house dates back to the 
16th century. It prospered from 1760 as a centre for the textile industry and market 
town. This was due to a local weaver developing a special type of double thickness cloth 
that was used mainly in the manufacture of corsets. This led to the town growing and 
reaching its peak population in the 1850’s. However as the fashion for corsets  disap-
peared , the weaving industry floundered and the town decreased in population until 
the 1950’s. In the twentieth century , Kirriemuir has reinvented itself as a tourist town. 
This is partly due to the fact that it was home to the author  JM Barrie. Indeed a statue of 
the  author’s most famous creation, Peter Pan stands in the  town’s main square and his 
former home is open for visitors. The town has other attractions such as a golf course 
and camera obscura. The population has risen and physical expansion can be seen to 
the north of the original settlement. 
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