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This group’s purpose was to investigate the current plans for the 
study area by mapping vacant and derelict land, abandoned 
building, landmarks and what plans the City Council has for its 
future. The goal was to achieve a clear understanding of the 
current demographics of the area and all existing, proposed and 
completed plans.

The group also analysed the present condition of the study area 
by assessing green spaces to provide information on the qual-
ity of green spaces and by marking catchment areas based on 
amenities to serve local communities.

This key information provides a clear vision and knowledge of the 
current state or situation of the study area. In this way it will be 
possible to ground the knowledge of the place on solid basis and 
to understand how to make change matter with the help of those 
who can make change possible.

LOCAL AMENITIES AND CATCHMENT AREA

A catchment area is the area and population from which a city or 
individual service attracts visitors or customers. Catchment Area 
can be vary depends of type of services. Refer to the catchment 
ratio by Richard Rogers (below), for example the catchment area 
for shop is 200m, a 200m diameter circle from the location of 
shop will give you the catchment area.

Barriers such as large vacant lands, motorway and river could 
cause the catchment area be reconsidered because of its acces-
sibility.

GREATER GLASGOW VACANT LAND & OPEN SPACE

MODIFIED FROM GLASGOW OPEN SPACE STRATEGY & 
SCOTTISH VACANT AND DERELICT LAND SURVEY 2012

Map.01 shows all the vacant land in the district of Greater Glas-
gow.

Glasgow is the local authority with the third highest amount of 
recorded derelict and urban vacant land in Scotland at 1235 
hectares (11% of Scotland’s total), behind North Ayrshire at 1342 
hectares (12%) and North Lanarkshire at 1379 hectares (13%).

Glasgow City has the largest number of settlement-based derelict 
sites (settlement-based-derelict site = 2.2 hectares) with 301 re-
corded in 2012. North Lanarkshire has the highest amount of der-
elict land recorded within settle- ments in 2012 (690 hectares). 
This accounts for 21% of all settlement-based derelict land.

Approximately 3.7% of Glasgow City’s total land area is derelict, 
and across Scotland as a whole, slightly more than 0.1% of all 
land is derelict.

60.6% of Glasgow’s population lives within 500m of a derelict 
site, whereas the figures for Aberdeen, Dundee and Edinburgh 
are 35.8%, 29.2% and 17.9% respectively.

Those councils with the largest percentage of people within 500m 
of a site derelict before 1991 are Glasgow (41.7%), West Dun-
bartonshire (37.9%), Midlothian (36.5%) and North Lanarkshire 
(23.9%).

Glasgow City has the largest amount of derelict and urban vacant 
land located within the 15% most deprived datazones for each 
of the last 5 years. This figure has decreased by 59 hectares 
between 2008 and 2012 from 778 hectares to 719 hectares, al-
though it peaked in 2009 at 798 hectares.

It is clear from these figures that Glasgow has an issue with such 
a large percentage of vacant and derelict land that needs to be 
tackled. These figures look at the whole of greater Glasgow. Stud-
ying our vacant land survey it is clear that this trend continues all 
the way to central Glasgow with a high proportion of vacant land 
laying within close proximity to the river clyde.

Vacant land
Map.01

Area of focus

GREEN SPACE ANALYSIS

This map shows an assessment of various green spaces across 
the city, varying from existing parks to vacant grassland. 5 assess-
ment criteria were chosen and graded on a scale of 0 - 5.
1. Maintenance (Is the space well kept?)
2. Regulated access (Is the space well fenced with controled ac-
    cess?)
3. Facilities (Is there an ample mix of facilities in and around the 
    space?)
4. Complexity of trees (Is there a mix of different trees and plants?)
5. Active / Passive space (Is the space somewhere you would stay
    or pass through?)
An average score was taken and all spaces below average were 
graded in a shade of blue, and above average shades of yellow 
to green. The results showed a distinct lack in high quality green 
spaces across the city, with a high proportion of low quality spac-
es located to the west of the city.

COMBINED SWOT ANALYSIS

Combining all of our analysis we produced what is called a SWOT analysis diagram. The analysis 
looks at the present day strengths and weaknesses of the city and the potential opportunities and 
threats that may occur. The analysis is split into different users: vehicular, pedestrian and user per-

ception. The purpose of the map is to give a quick overview of all issues effecting the city.  

LAND ZONING

COMBINED FRAMEWORK OF GLASGOW AND 
CLYDE VALLEY (2006 - 2014)

The framework defines the planning policies and strate-
gies for the development of the whole of Scotland (NPF1, 
NPF2, and NPF3), Glasgow and Clyde Valley (Glas- gow 
and Clyde Valley Development Plan 2006, 2012 and 
2014) and for Glasgow City (City Plan 2). The strategies 
mainly concern the infrastructure of the road and railway 
system, water and sewage system, public realm activities 
and regeneration projects.

GLASGOW CITY CENTRE STRATEGY AND 
ACTION PLAN (2014 - 2016)

The framework defines the planning policies and strate-
gies for the development of Glasgow city centre. The 
Regeneration Framework is based on nine districts in the 
city centre to provide a clear view on the planning in the 
context of Glasgow city centre.

Education
Primary School at 400m Catchment Area
Secondary at 1200m Catchment Area

Sports Field at 600m Catchment Area
Public Green at 600m Catchment Area

Churches / Others at 1300m Catchment Area
Cafe/Bar at 400m Catchment Area
Restaurant at 800m Catchment Area

Minimarket / Others at 200m Catchment Area
Supermarket at 800m Catchment Area

Dentist/Clinic/Dentist at 600m Catchment Area
Health Centre at 1000m Catchment Area

Sport & Other Facilities

ChurchesSource: Towards an Urban Renaissance, Richard Rogers
Bar & Restaurant

Healthcare Retail

Diversity of Local Services Density combined with barriers

Landmark
Conservation area
Listed building
Vacant / derelict land
Abandoned building
Development (Under construction)
Development (Planning stage)

LEGEND

Open Space per 1000 people 
Map.02

% of Area that is open space 
Map.03

Current Glasgow 
Map.04

High quality green spaces to the east end of the river

Large concentration of listed buildings in city centre creating strong 

readability of space

Existing centres have opportunity for development

Numerous areas proposed for development and regeneration

Existing pedestrian walkway on riverfront has enhanced the river

Number of landmark buildings sit on the river front (Hydro, Science centre 

etc.) attracting large number of tourists.

City centre and West End provide strong concentration of amenities servicing 

a wide area.

NOW

FUTURE

M8 motorway acts as a barrier cutting the city in 2. It has had a drastic effect 

leaving many areas isolated. 

Lack of connections across river to the west has left areas such as Govan 

isolated from much of the city. 

Expressway is a barrier preventing the West End connecting with the river.

Large areas of vacant land surround the motorway and Govan resulting in 

uninviting and threatening areas residents fear to pass through. 

Sections of the riverfront have physical barriers preventing pedestrians from 

travelling the entire length.

Areas such as Govan suffer from a lack in amenities including school & retail.  

The high concentration of vacant land provides opportunity to regenerate 

areas of the city with new developments. 

To repair the barrier of the expressway and connect southern areas with the 

west end. 

To develop the existing neighbourhood centres by improving amenities and 

introducing new centres to connect across the city. 

Improve connections across and along the river. 

Regenerate areas that are suffering from poor connections and services 

across the city. 

Improve the transport connections across the city. 

Combined SWOT 
Analysis

Failure to address the issues of the motorway and express way will result in 

areas suffering from continued isolation. 

Without improved amenities in suffering areas the divide between the north 

and south will continue to grow.

If the city continues to turn its’ back on the river southern neighbourhoods will 

forever be detached from the city. 

Large areas of solely industrial land is creating divides between residential 

areas which become threatening at night.

Lack of planning initiatives for areas outside the city centre.

Poor transport connections for much of the south increases isolation.  


