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COURSE STRUCTURE
The course is intensive, innovative and
delivered through a combination of studio
teaching, taught classes and seminars. The
learning experience offered always involves
the design of a complex area, at the levels
of the city, the neighbourhood and the
individual public spaces, in collaboration
with local stakeholders and practitioners.
Taught elements support studio and include
urban design history, theory, landscape
architecture, transport, representation,
policy and practice and real estate.
The MSc also includes a research element.

COURSE ETHOS
This course is ideal for both practitioners and
students from architecture, planning and
other build environment related disciplines.
It is delivered by a very active research Unit
which is well known for its work on urban
modelling,
community
engagement,
environmental
assessment,
strategic
and detailed design; as such, it exposes
candidates to the latest advancements in
urban design by, and new ideas are tested
regularly with students making for a fulfilling
and unique experience.

The MSc in Urban design
Recent data and predictions on the forthcoming rate of urbanization make
cities the most common living environment of the future by far, with the current
7 billion urbanities - which now make up for around half of the population - set
to increase by two thirds by 2050.
Cities hold tremendous potential, but at the same time are sources of stress,
inequalities and pollution. The scale of the challenge is unprecedented
because the future cost of remediation – social, economic and environmental
is increasingly unaffordable.
Our course in Urban design embraces fully these premises, and equips students
with innovative principles and cutting edge tools to respond to them with a
visionary, but at the same time responsive and realistic approach.
Our course is shaped around these principles:
• The responsibility for the development and management of cities is
becoming increasingly shared between governments, and their people.
• The nature of the professions engaged in shaping future cities and reshaping
existing ones is changing, with skills such as observation, management,
negotiation coming to the fore next to more traditional design-based ones.
• Time, adaptability, local relevance, and efficiency within limited resources
should drive any intervention.
• Design ought to be evidence based.

COURSE CONTENT

COURSES OFFERED & DURATION

FEES

The studio portion of the course investigates
as its main topic the city region, within the
context of globalization.

MSc in Urban Design*
12 months full-time; 24 months part-time.

• Scotland/EU - £4,500

Postgraduate diploma in Urban Design
9 months full-time; 18 months part-time.

• International - £13,100

On projects commissioned by live clients,
students learn to shape cities joining
strategic to detailed scales to deliver
social, economic and ecological aspects
of sustainability. In parallel, they receive
training in the latest representation,
urban analysis and modeling techniques
developed by the research portion of the
Unit.
The theoretical element of the course is
delivered, in part, with the Department of
Urban studies at Glasgow University, and
a number of well established practitioners
to guarantee students the most up to date
knowledge in the practice and theory of
urban design.
The Masters Dissertation is the opportunity
for students to research an issue of particular
interest; recent work has been published,
exhibited and generated further research
commissions for the Unit.
The Units is heavily engaged in many
international researches and is at the
forefront of debate in urbanism; the MSc
in Urban Design is fully embedded in each
of these initiatives, exposing students to the
most exciting and creative environment.

Postgraduate certificate in Urban Design
depends of portfolio of modules selected and
individual needs
Individual modules can be selected as CPD.
* The MSc in Urban Design has the Royal
Town Planning Institute accreditation as
Specialist Course.

• Rest of UK - £9,000 **

** PGT Engineering students domiciled in
England, Wales, Northern Ireland, Isle of
Man and the Channels Islands will receive a
£3,000 scholarship towards the cost of their
fees (applies only to students not already in
receipt of any other fees scholarship).
For additional info on scolarships and fees
contact e.thomson@strath.ac.uk.

PETER RUSSELL - USA
[MSc 2009-2010]
“Strathclyde is a great university and the
ultimate experience. Few other places can
be so rewarding if you are willing to put in
the effort.
I was looking to study urban design and
architecture in an international setting.
Strathclyde in particular interested me
because of its strong evidence based
approach to design. The course was just as
intensive and rigorous as you would expect
a one year master’s course to be. However,
the professors are very good at recognising
that different students have different needs,
and were extremely flexible both with their
time and their feedback.”

CARRIE YAP - Canada

[MSc 2012-13)
“I liked working in a multi-disciplinary team
of engineers, planners, and architects. I
also enjoyed the collaborative approach
to problem solving.
With my degree I am now working as a
planner for a consulting company. On the
side, I coordinate Papergirl Calgary - a
grassroots initiative that uses art as a tool for
social planning and education! “

ALESSANDRA FELICIOTTI - ITALY

[MSc 2011-2012]
“The Studio taught me so much: working with
people with such a different background
was an invaluable experience.
The format was simply brilliant: on the
one hand, you get to collaborate with
stakeholders, authorities and communities
to find together the best solution for urban
regeneration. On the other hand the
research approach allows you to deepen
particular topics and make your own
contribution.
I enjoyed it so much that I decided to carry
on my research interests on urban design,
masterplanning
and
neighbourhoods
through my PhD, here at Strathclyde.”

FIONA WHYTE - NEW ZELAND
[MSc 2013-2014]
“As
a
geographer,
I
had
some
understanding of urban environments, but
this course gave me the ability to translate
this into physical design, strategies and
problem-solving skills. The research element
of the course helped me fulfil an aspiration
to engage in an important challenge
my Country is facing: as a result of the
Christchurch earthquakes in 2010, New
Zealand is opening to the role of urban
design in making our urban environments
more liveable, sustainable and successful.
I am now looking at tcommunity driven
urban design and its place in the postdisater urban environment”.

For a detailed description of all our activities
of both teaching and research, please visit:
www.udsu-strath.com
Like our Urban Design Studies Unit
facebook page

urban

design

studies

unit

