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The MSc takes twelve months full-time, and 
24 months part-time; the Diploma takes 
nine months full-time, and 18 months part-
time, and the Certificate depends upon the 
portfolio of modules selected and individual 
needs. Individual modules can also be 
selected as CPD. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A good first degree or other qualification 
equivalent to UK University Honours in a 
discipline related to the built environment 
and the city (eg architecture, planning, 
engineering, landscape architecture, 
geography, sociology, psychology, etc.). 
Candidates with alternative educational 
paths and/or professional experience might 
also be considered.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Our course in urban design is intensive, 
innovative and delivered through a 
combination of studio teaching, taught 
classes and seminars. The learning 
experience offered always involves the 
design of a complex area, at the levels of the 
city, the neighbourhood and the individual 
public space defined by urban architecture, 
in collaboration with local stakeholders and 
practitioners.

UNIvERSITY Of 
STRaThClYdE
Department of architecture

MSC IN URBaN dESIGN
POSTGRadUaTE dIPlOMa IN URBaN dESIGN
POSTGRadUaTE CERTIfICaTE IN URBaN dESIGN

further information
Dr ombretta romice
Director of msc in urban Design
university of strathclyde
Department of architecture,
131 rottenrow, Glasgow G4 0nG
t 0141 548 4219
e ombretta.r.romice@strath.ac.uk
e e.thomson@strath.ac.uk (postgraduate studies)
W www.strathclyde.ac.uk/architecture
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5 A study of the current project area’s centrality, and 
scenarios for improvement

6 Students study the development potential of the study 
area, by reassessing new neighbourhood and district 
centralities, by Alessandra Feliciotti and Jacob Dibble

7 Renderings of a detailed master plan by Tereza 
Haubletova and Martina Donatova

8 An extract from a detailed master plan, with a study 
of a block’s resilience during economic recessions, by 
Alessandra Feliciotti and Jacob Dibble

9 Joint publications by students and staff of the Urban 
Design Studies Unit
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1 Public exhibition for the community and 
stakeholders, at the Unit’s on-site office-studio 
space

2 Students working in multi-disciplinary groups 
in the on-site studio-office space to guarantee 
constant contact with the community in which 
we are working 

3 A model of Glasgow’s East End is being 
discussed with Glasgow City Council’s staff 

4 Glasgow’s East End. Students produce 
interactive tools for discussion with 
stakeholders. The model was used to project the 
current state of facilities, provisions and urban 
centralities, and propose alternatives

strategies for the city’s sustainability, 
including social, economic, ecological, 
typological and aesthetic aspects. The 
Department has a formal Partnership 
Agreement with the Prince’s Foundation 
for Building Community and established 
strategic collaborations with various 
local authorities in and around Glasgow; 
therefore all our design projects are done in 
collaboration with stakeholders and local 
partners.

The theoretical element of the course 
is delivered, in part, with the Department 
of Urban Studies at Glasgow University and 
a number of well-established practitioners 
to guarantee students the most up-to-date 
knowledge and research in the practice and 
theory of urban design.

The Masters dissertation is the 
opportunity for students to research an issue 
of particular interest; recent work has been 
published, exhibited and generated further 
research commissions for the Unit. For a 
detailed description of all our activities of 
both teaching and research, please visit: 
www.udsu-strath.com. The course benefits 
from the Urban design Unit’s strong network 
of collaborators; one of these is the Prince’s 
Foundation for Building Community (www.
princes-foundation.org).

The key principles we pursue in urban 
design are adaptability in time, efficiency 
and local appropriateness; students are 
taught these in classes, and experiment 
with their application in both seminars 
and studio. Taught elements include 
urban design history, theory, landscape 
architecture, transport, representation, 
policy and practice, and real estate. 

EThOS
The course is taught by staff of the Urban 
Design Studies Unit, and strongly linked 
to our research expertise and portfolio, 
and in particular to the study of urban 
form for sustainable development, urban 
modelling and community engagement. 
The focus on physical planning - the design 
of urban spaces and buildings - is linked to 
the interpretation of influencing factors of 
physical, economic and social nature. This 
course is interdisciplinary, designed for both 
practitioners and students to enhance their 
understanding of the city as a complex and 
dynamic system, and to advance the skills of 
practical urban design. 

The studio portion of the course 
investigates the city region as its main topic, 
within the context of globalisation and 
the major task is to develop appropriate 


