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Introduction  
 
 
The MSc in Urban Design is articulated into four phases: 

1. Case analysis. You students will work in groups on the study area as part of a larger urban 
sector, getting to know intimately this area, its links potentials and pitfalls (Studio 1a);  

2. Urban Design Strategy. You will propose a Strategic Plan and a Concept Plan, together forming 
the Urban Design Strategy, for the improvement of this area envisaging actions and projects that 
deal with services, mobility, housing, and public realm provision (Studio 1b);  

3. Street front analysis and coding. You will be requested to work out a complete morphological 
analysis of two street fronts that are assigned by staff. The “front analysis” is carried out by 
drawing each street front in two boards and by the quantitative analysis of morphological aspects 
as they appear on drawing. Once all cases have been worked out and all data is available, 
students and staff derive from that a synthetic Local Urban Code (Studio 1c).  

4. Masterplanning and place design. You are led to the production of a Masterplan for sub-areas of 
the study area. You will learn how to take action for subdivision of large blocks, a correct 
management of density as related to transport and land use, how to design safe and liveable 
streets and how to interpret the existent urban fabric of public and private buildings in relation to 
streets, land uses, density and transport. Finally, you will be asked to deepen your Masterplan 
and Code by experimentally developing the design of streets and buildings in a small part of it 
(Studio 2). 

 
One feature of this course is to strengthen the work on urban analysis by means of analytical “packages”, 
each of which will be carried out by one single group of students in the first phase of work, corresponding 
to “AB 931 - Urban Design Studio 1a”. In addition, by undertaking “Street front analysis and coding” you 
will be led to understanding the structural characteristics of the urban fabrics, their spaces and measures. 
 
The resulting learning experience is this year particularly dense of arguments and different methodologies 
will be taught in order to give you basic notions of what are the “tools” that an Urban Designer may apply 
to the interpretation and modification of urban spaces. All this results in a very challenging programme, 
which is still experimental this year, which will require highly committed students and staff to be 
successfully completed. On the other side, this programme is a very unique one, in that it blends 
operational tools with community involvement and a strong – even physical – immersion in the local reality, 
i.e. theory with hands-on approaches.  
 
Perhaps the most challenging phase of the entire course is the first, the analytical phase. Because all 
analysis must be completed in about one month time, and because such analysis are all very demanding, 
especially for students who have never approached urban studies before and are requested to work with 
mostly new team mates. For these reasons we decided to write these Analysis Briefs.  
 
We have written 5 Analysis Briefs, one for each “package” of analysis, which means one for each group of 
students: 

1. Drawing the existing city.  
2. History and stories 
3. Planning framework 
4. Experiencing and comparing place 
5. Network analysis of streets 

 
These briefs should be considered by all of you a constant reference during the work in phase 1. We have 
put into them all possible instructions for the correct completion of every task, with as much detail as we 
were able to manage. For the same reason these briefs are fully illustrated, so that at every step you will 
have an idea of the sort of thing the final result should look like. Of course, with all their details, these 
notes do not set compulsory rules: you are always welcome to do it differently upon a serious discussion of 
goals and methods, which we are certainly more than happy to help doing. 
 
This is a way for us to speed up the process of learning by doing. This also witnesses the investment that 
we as staff have done on this rather ambitious course, a dramatic bet addressed on the ground of our 
highest expectations on you. We recommend all of you to react by mobilizing all your personal, intellectual 
and motivational resources, without which there is no one chance to get this course – and your learning 
experience with it – actually complete and significant at the end of the year. 
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 6.1   Scope and objectives 

!
Scope: 
The overall scope of the strategic phase is the generation of strategic programmes for the 
development and management of transformation in the study area within its immediate territorial 
context.  
 
This module aims to assist students in developing realistic urban regeneration programmes for the 
transformation of Govan and the riverfront in the larger urban context. In particular, on the basis of the 
information gathered in the previous analytical phase, students will formulate imaginative but at the same 
time realistic scenarios for the transformation of the site and the ‘making of place and mediation of 
space’, recognising and taking into account often contradictory forces and interests. 
 
Students will compare emerging ideas for change and transformation and combine them to form a holistic 
strategy for the study area that takes into account formal, social, economic and environmental aspects of 
sustainable urban development. Throughout this process, students are requested to relate their strategy to 
the current urban design and planning debate. 
 
At the end of this phase, students will be able to answer the following five questions: 
 

- What will the study area be in 20 years (vision)? 
- What are the leading factors that will shape this transformation (main themes for change)? 
- What specific activities and projects need to be implemented to guarantee the transformation you 

envisage, and who should be responsible for them (list of interventions, their link and delivery)? 
- What is the spatial side of such changes? Can we draw it on paper? 
- Is there anything we cannot – or we should not – draw that is nevertheless crucial, and in this 

case how can we ensure that our work on space supports, rather than inhibits, such self-
organizing processes in the local community? 

!
!
Objectives: 

1. To formulate a vision and directions for the improvement of the study area and its urban context, 
their likely impact on space and how they can be combined into a coherent and positive 
framework for its sustainable regeneration. 

 
2. To illustrate the best possible configuration of such framework through the design of hierarchies 

of centres, mobility, densities and open spaces. 
 
!
!
!
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 6.2   Working instructions 
 
Timetable: 

!
 
The Urban Design Strategy is composed of two “packages” of activity: the Strategic Plan and the Concept 
Plan.  
 
The Strategic Plan is aimed at 1) summarising the factors currently shaping the study area’s life and 
spatial configuration, how they are likely to drive it to in the next future, to what extent this is desirable and 
what can we do, in terms of policies, to shift it towards a more desirable future. That implies developing a 
vision for the study area in the next 20 years. The outcome of the Strategic Plan is a set of arguments and 
policies that not necessarily are spatial in nature; though they should be spatial oriented, such policies may 
embrace social, economic, or other contents. The point of the Strategic Plan is exactly to make it clear 
what are the connections between desirable spatial policies and other relevant non-spatial issues, 
therefore reinforcing the overall awareness of design. 
 
The Concept Plan has a spatial nature. It is aimed at detailing the spatial policies identified in the Strategic 
Plan as beneficial in achieving a better future for the study area. In particular it defines what form they will 
take spatially, how will they be linked with each other and with the territory to improve its use and better its 
performance. This is a very structured activity that encompasses specific areas of intervention, namely 
understanding the role of urban nodes, of streets, the density of the built stock and finally the ecological 
network of open natural urban areas. This is done through a two steps process that includes firstly an 
interpretation of the study area’s current state, and secondly one of a proposed state that portrays the 
study area in the future. 
 
WP1 and WP2 are both done by each strategic group. How the work is managed internally depends on 
group members. One way to proceed is that each group splits in 2 and half starts on the Strategic plan, 
half on the Producing Concept plan (current state). Those working on the Strategic Plan will need to liaise 
with the Concept plan half at all times, because the decisions produced in the Strategic Plan are those 
executed by the Concept Plan lot. The Strategic Plan, in other words, needs consensus. Everyone 
should come together in Week 3 for the Concept Plan Proposal and for the final production of the Boards. 
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WP1 – STRATEGIC PLAN  
 
WP1 (Strategic plan) is the critical summary of the analytical work combined into 1 vision for the study 
area translated into a coordinated set of lines of action. 

It is about defining ideas and design strategies to implement change. It is a creative effort to transform it 
for the better – so the main question it answers is: what place do you want the study area to be in the next 
20 years? Due to the time-scale, we ask you to be bold, ambitious, critical and think big. Here is how. 

1.  Decide a programme of actions (week 1-2): 

- Composite SWOT. Each group member is responsible to compile a list of outcomes from their 
analytical pack, therefore covering the whole spectrum of analysis elaborated in phase 1 in the 
course: summarise the key points – positive, negatives... (try and draw them down on a map in 
the form of a SWOT analysis). This is a job for all members. Map each point and sum them up in 
a composite SWOT map (a sketch). 

- Listing ambitions. From the quick exercise above, list ideas, projects, activities that you think 
could help achieve a goal, limit a threat, enhance an opportunity etc.  
Try and discern between those you consider having more impact in the long term and on other 
actions (these are the main goals and ambitions which work as catalysts), and those that are 
important but whose impact might be more contained spatially and in time (doesn’t mean they are 
less important: in regeneration, the greatest projects still need smaller changes to maintain 
support and belief in a programme of action).  
You can combine ideas: a town is an organized complexity, where issues coexist, reinforce each 
other and inhibit each other… Your programme should assemble several of these ambitions 
within a strategy for change. To do so, it should answer questions such as: how to invest on the 
qualities identified? How to repair the faults spotted? How to consolidate its strengths? … 
This list should not by any means solely – nor even necessarily – include ambitions for the 
physical change, but mainly for the social, economic and environmental transformation of this part 
of the city. Represent this stage within 1 A2 including text, slogans, diagrams, examples; back up 
ambitions with data and observations from the analysis and more. 

- Specify activities. Specify actions and projects that will put in practice your ambitions. These 
actions/projects can be very varied, to do for example with new transport links to, from and within 
the study area, the refurbishment of housing types, the provision of new public facilities, the 
redesign of squares and gardens, as well as with the provision of training programmes for kids, of 
recreational and commercial facilities or new major functions...  
To identify appropriate actions/projects, ask yourself the practical question: how can I concretely 
achieve my ambitions? What needs done to make them happen? It is important you look at other 
examples to corroborate your ideas (or even to develop them, so sue references, examples, case 
studies etc. For example, use the Urban Design Compendium, Vol. 2). Represent this stage 
within (at least) an A2 including text, slogans, diagrams, examples; back up ambitions with data 
and observations. 
 

2.  Summarise in an action plan (week 3-4): 
- Organizing the Action Plan. Make the programme viable by organizing actions and projects within 

an action plan, where these are arranged by importance and time (for example: fundamental 
events/projects that can work as catalyst for other events and projects and should happen within 
the first 5 years; events that can happen between 5 and 10 years; events that can happen in a 
very long timeframe (over 15 years). 

- Selecting stakeholders. Try and think about stakeholders that should be involved in developing 
and delivering the actions/projects of your action plan, and the modality of their involvement. List 
these in relation to each step of the action plan. 

- Produce a Vision Statement. The Vision Statement summarises your strategic plan. A vision 
statement is a clear description of how you foresee the area to look like and function once 
everything you wish has been completed. It is a slogan, with a few sentences that describes how 
the study area will be. It should explain how it will be in precise terms (i.e.: it should not say “… it 
will be wonderful”. It should explain what makes it wonderful!).  

 

In summary, the Strategic Plan (fig.1) says what needs done to achieve a vision; while this “what” is not 
intended to be necessarily about spatial transformation, its spatial impact should be researched and 
emphasized in the layout, i.e. it should be mapped. For example, if it is your strategy that a new major 
link should be established from east to west indicate it symbolically with a great arrow on the map. It you 
suggest policies for the amelioration of youth conditions in a certain sub-area, indicate the sub-area on 
the map. 
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Fig.1.  A representation of a Strategic Plan. Source: Romice (2008). 
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WP2. CONCEPT PLAN 
 
1. Producing the Concept Plan (current state) (week 1-3): 

- Hierarchy of nodes. The very first thing to do is to set up the boundary of a larger territorial area 
that includes the study area but is not limited to it. This is the urban area that will be targeted by 
your Concept Plan. Because the Concept Plan is meant to be about a spatial vision for the study 
area, it only can be address in its wider urban context, so it must embrace all surroundings where 
resources that have an impact on the study area are located. Of course this is not easy to do in 
general terms, but because we are hereby focusing on the study area as a local and mainly 
spatial system, we may assume that everything farer than 800 mts (or half a mile) from its borders 
is out of our scope. So take the border of the study area, make an offset at 800mts outward and 
keep that as your Concept Plan area. Then of course you might locally extend or reduce it 
following the location of themes and resources. 
The second thing is to map where, within this larger study area, urban nodes are located. We 
define an urban node as an aggregation of services and shops at the ground floor that serve the 
local community and the wider metropolitan population. So we are not looking for one or two 
shops, but a reasonable amount of shops and services clustered at reasonable distance so that 
they form altogether a unique nodal system. That reasonable distance is to be intended as from 
“adjacent” to “right at hand”. To do that remember that in the analytical phase your colleagues of 
Group 1 did annotate the location of all shops and services at the ground floor in the study area 
so you now just have to complete that for the remaining buffer. Note that this extended analysis 
should not be as detailed as the one undertaken by group 1: just move around by car (possibly) 
and jot down where shops and services at ground floor seem to cluster in nodes. One important 
thing: keep in mind that you should not just map such aggregations, but also distinguish those 
that are mainly local in nature (serving the local area’s community) from those that are mainly 
global (serving people from all Glasgow). Therefore we suggest every group, after having mapped 
potential aggregations, to pay a quick visit to the study area and the larger context: in that visit the 
main scope will be to see what kind of shops and services are there; if they are mostly highly 
specialized premises which sell services or goods of a non-daily use or ones that do not meet 
daily ordinary needs, then these are global nodes (for instance: Ibrox stadium, or a cluster of 
jewelleries, or even a cluster of fashion stores). On the other side, if the aggregation is made of 
shops and services that sell to meet the ordinary needs of local people (for instance: groceries, 
pubs, butchers, iron mongers or the like) these are local nodes. As for commercial centres, again 
you should distinguish large commercial centres surrounded by large car parks, which are global, 
from those like local Sainsbury or Tesco that sell primarily a range of ordinary goods for families’ 
daily needs, which are local. Once you have annotated on a map where these nodes are, using 
one black circle for each aggregation, and using larger circles for global and smaller circles for 
local, this work is done.  

- Hierarchy of streets and public transport. Keep in mind that lot of information in this section has 
already been dug by Group 3 as for the current situation. However, Group 3’s work is just their 
interpretation of mobility hierarchies so it is now your turn to deliver this. Focus on the larger study 
area and consider first the public transport or alternative mobility network. Highlight on a map 
three levels of networks: 

" First, the network of SUBWAY, LIGHT RAIL or BUS RAPID TRANSIT (BRT). This is 
the highest level of public transport. Trace on the map routes and stations. Routes that 
are not visible on surface should be traced in dashed lines. Consider a bus line as BRT 
when a separate dedicated lane is in place. 

" Second, the BUS network; you should highlight routes and not stops in this case, as 
stops are not relevant here. 

" Third, the BICYCLE network, distinguishing those on dedicated lane from those on 
shared lanes or spaces. 

As for streets and roads, you have to understand: 
" First, what is the network of highways or motorways that are primarily intended for motor 

vehicles only, ensure connection between different urban regions, and do not exchange 
with the local network other than at highly engineered intersections (like multi-levels 
junctions or large multi-lanes intersections equipped with traffic lights). These form the 
first category in hierarchy: HIGH SPEED ROADS. These roads are NON-URBAN in 
nature, not because they just traverse non-urban areas (they often do cut cities across in 
fact) but because they do not show any relevant exchange with their surroundings and 
with urban streets. These roads constitute, when traversing urban areas, a barrier to 
transversal communication between urban communities. 

" Second, what is the network of URBAN MAIN STREETS, which means those streets 
that may be highly trafficked (they usually are), ensure connection between different 
parts of the same urban region, but on which non-vehicular presence is permitted and 
there is a frequent and systematic exchange with the lower level of local networks. 
Notice that it is typical that high speed roads (level 1) downgrade to urban main streets 
(level 2) in denser urban spaces because the former are the result of a successive 
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partial re-engineering of the latter in the Sixties and Seventies of the twentieth century. 
Urban main streets are the most problematic: here you find the highest conflict between 
the social use of street space (retail, services, pedestrian and face-to-face encounter) 
and its use as a mobility channel. These are very often at the same time the backbone 
of urban mobility and the backbone of urban communities and districts. 

" Third, what is the network of LOCAL MAIN STREETS, i.e. those streets where vehicular 
and non vehicular use is balanced, which connect different parts of the same district or 
neighbourhood together and are a constituent part of the local street network. 

" Fourth, as a result, what streets belong to the LOCAL STREETS network: these are 
simply all streets that do not belong to the previous three categories. These are mainly 
pedestrian-oriented streets whose primary purpose is to serve entrances to residential 
land-uses in residential areas of the city. 

All street networks should be traced on map with dashed, thick lines. Use thicker lines for higher 
categories and use one colour for High Speed Roads on one side, and one other colour for both 
Urban Main Streets and Local Main streets. Local Streets should not be traced at all (they remain 
on the background). 
Finally, stick labels at the endpoints of your HIGH SPEED ROADS and URBAN MAIN STREETS 
networks lines when they get close to the border of the study area (such endpoints should be 
arrowed). In such labels provide written information about where these roads are leading to 
outside the study area, so that the observer can understand the directions linked by these two 
higher orders of streets and understand their larger role as related to the study area. 

- Densities.  First, you should draw on the map two boundaries: that of built-up areas and, within 
the built-up areas, that of specialist areas.  
Consider bult-up areas all those that have been urbanized, leaving out of the boundary all large 
green areas, all agricultural or otherwise undeveloped land. This mostly includes areas that are 
located out of the external fringe of the city, but may also include large parks or other large 
patches of undeveloped land within the urban area.  
Consider specialist areas all those built-up areas that are characterized by one single prominent 
non-residential function and are large in size, like airports, hospitals, military barracks, railway 
stations, cemeteries, logistic platforms, industrial parks and the like.  
In short this preliminary work on built-up and specialist areas is aimed at highlighting, by 
difference, the ordinary urban fabric of the city, which is that which remains after excluding both 
non-built-up and specialist areas.  
So, summing up: 

- Define the boundary of built-up areas. 
- Define, within such boundary, specialist areas. Label specialist areas with symbols 

and/or texts making it clear their function/s. 
At this point, you can go ahead with the work on densities.  

- First, you should address this work only on the ordinary urban fabric; therefore, exclude 
non-built-up and specialist areas.  

- Second, you should work on a city map and distinguish, within the ordinary urban fabric, 
areas that exhibit different categories of urban form; for example, you may find post-war 
low-density suburbs, high-rise towers-in-the-park suburbs, Victorian compact centres, 
pre-Victorian medium-density and so forth. 

- Third, define the density of sample areas for each category (pick up just two or three 
sample areas in every category). Compute density by measuring the area of building 
footprint and multiply it by the height of the building. You may take the height of the 
building using Street View in Google Map (see the number of storeys and assume one 
average storey equal to 3mts if non evidently different), or asking info from Analysis 
Group 1 and 5 for cases within the study area, or by quickly visiting the sites. All 
densities should be expressed in units per hectare (1 hectare = 10,000m2), assuming 
one unit equal to 300 cube meters (or 100 squared meters). 

- Fourth, attribute the average value of density of cases in each category to all urban 
areas in that category. 

As a result you should have a map where the ordinary urban fabric is filled with colours ranging 
on a scale from lower to higher intensity, specialist areas are labelled in terms of their function 
and a boundary distinguishes non built-up areas (fig.2). 

- Ecological network. Here you will highlight those urban components that constitute the ecological 
capital of the city. Distinguish linear from areal features: 

- GREEN AREA: woodlands, undefined areas (green open land that is not clearly 
assigned in use or in property), defined areas (green open land like gardens, small parks 
or sport facilities). 

- GREEN LINE: tree lines, hedges, linear gardens or parks, riverbanks. 
- WATER: rivers, creeks, shores. 
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Fig.2.  A representation of the Concept Plan (current situation). Source: DETR Urban Task 

Force (1999). 
 

  
 

2.  Producing Concept Plan (proposal) (week 3-5): 
In previous section you have produced the Concept Plan of the current state of the study area. Your 
proposal consists of change brought to that current state. So you will modify the current state 
produced in previous section as for nodes, streets, densities and open areas. When doing that, as a 
general rule, you should obey to a “principle of economy”, or “least effort”. This principle is well 
known in biology, and means that your change should be tailored to the minimum possible amount 
that still allows achieving your goal. It is a sort of balance between changing everything and leaving 
everything as it is. It implies first knowing what is your goal, and then doing everything that is needed 
to achieve it, but not one single thing beyond that. 
The overall scope of this phase of the work is to build an image of the study area where the four 
systems that we have highlighted, namely nodes, streets, settlements and ecological networks, work 
coherently together (fig.3) and are consistent with strategies depicted in WP1. That means:  

- Higher streets should serve higher nodes (district centres). 
- Higher nodes (district centres) should be located in areas with higher densities while 

lower nodes (neighbourhood centres) in areas with lower density. 
- Higher nodes should be connected by higher public transport, lower nodes should not be 

connected with higher nodes by higher transport, but they may be connected with higher 
transport one with each other (ring connection). 

- Ecological components should form up a continuous and entirely connected network; 
moreover, they should not separate districts internally in distinct subareas, but instead 
be located between districts (fig.4). 
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Fig.3.  A representation of the Concept Plan (proposal). Notice that in this image the district 

centre is also centre of its own neighbourhood. This is the most common situation, 
where services and shops of global and local level mix up into one complex node. The 
resulting district is a circle of roughly 1,200 mts of radius (neighbourhood have a radius 
of 400mts, or 5 minutes walk). Source: DETR Urban Task Force (1999). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig.4.  Open natural features like parks and rivers 
should not cut and separate districts but instead they 
should be located between districts. They will 
therefore provide accessible relief to inhabitants within 
a reasonably walkable and easily bikable distance 
(800-1200mts). Notice that in this image the district 
centre (the darker node at the centre of the image) 
does not have its own neighbourhood. This happens 
when it is just composed of global activities, like in the 
case of highly specialized clusters. In this case the 
district is a circle of roughly 800 mts of radius.  
Source: Frey (1999). 
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- Hierarchy of nodes. A relevant part of your proposal is about giving a new shape to the structure 

of settlements. Ideally, denser urban areas should gravitate on nodes of retail and service that are 
locate within walking distance, so that one can choose whether using a car or not to reach basic 
resources for her/his daily needs. At those nodes at walking distance, one should find public 
transport that connects her/him to the wider metropolitan context and the higher level of 
resources. Let’s conceive two levels of nodes that we term district and neighbourhood centres. 
From your previous phase, you know what are the nodes of the study area on which you can 
count. They all are candidate to be confirmed into your proposal as district or neighbourhood 
centres. In your proposal, you can confirm existent nodes in their category, downgrade or 
upgrade existent nodes to the lower or higher category, cancel existent nodes or create new 
nodes of any kind.  
Remember the principle of least effort and begin with considering existent nodes as they are: 
trace circles of radius=400mts around neighbourhood nodes, and circles of radius 800 mts 
around district nodes. If the district node has a dense and compact area around, and it includes 
not just global but also local shops and services, then draw a r=400mts circle also around it and 
add another circle of radius=1,200mts right on top. 
Keep in mind that the two kinds of circles have profoundly different meaning: circles of r=400mts 
(or c_400 in the following) are pedestrian catchment areas, while those with r=1,200mts (or 
c_800-1200 in the following) are just a way of visualizing a distance but do not hold any particular 
real meaning. Remember that c_400 represents urban areas that can access at walking distance 
services and shops located in their node of reference, but they do NOT represent ACTUAL 
neighbourhoods or districts in they full social, cultural, psychological or economic sense. 

- Hierarchy of streets and public transport. All our policies about streets are aimed at enhancing the 
safety and sociability of our urban streets. The major problems emerge where higher streets 
traverse denser urban areas (nodes), which may cause a severance effect on transversal local 
community relationships. The worst case is where High Speed roads traverse dense and 
otherwise vital neighbourhoods. In this case you may either choose to downgrade the road to a 
Main Street level, which implies reconnecting with the local street network and traffic calming the 
road, or shift the neighbourhood so that it gravitates to centres located far form the road. In any 
case, many problems of this sort are typical also of Main Streets that all too often are conceived 
just as traffic channel, which in itself brings neighbourhood to decay and abandonment. 
In your proposed scheme you should make sure that: 

- District nodes are connected by Main Streets. 
- Neighbourhood nodes are connected by Main Streets or Local Main Streets. 
- District nodes are connected by Subway, Light Rail or BRT. 
- Neighbourhood nodes are connected with district nodes by Bus and bicycle routes. 

- Hierarchy of densities. Ideally every inhabitant should be located close to a district node so that 
s/he can enjoy at-hand access not just to resources at local neighbourhood centre (which 
happens at walking distance – 400mts) but to those at higher district centres as well (which 
happens at reasonable 800 or 1,200mts distance, equal to 5 minutes bicycling). So the ideal 
configuration is hierarchical as in figure 2. Notice that c_400 are filled with two distinct colours at 
different grades of intensity: the inner r=200mts is darker while the outer ring is lighter. That 
represents a scale of urban density that should be associated with distance to 
neighbourhood/district node. It is not necessary for the moment to determine the actual 
consistence of the represented densities, which will be done further on in the Masterplanning 
phase. However, it is important that densities are represented correctly in terms of their reciprocal 
weight. So pay attention to this: 

" If density around a r=400 circle located at a district node is = 1 (first 200mts), and its 
outer donut = 2 (second 200mts)… 

" …then density around a r=400mts circle located at a neighbourhood node should be 
again =2 (first 200mts), and its outer donut = 3 (second 200mts),  

where 1 is highest and 3 is lowest (fig.3). This concept is extremely important, so try 
understanding it clearly.  

- Ecological network. The policy for ecological networks is very simple: let’s re-connect them. After 
the previous step, you know where components of the ecological network in its current state are 
disconnected. In your proposal you should re-connect them creating new links such as new tree 
lines or new linear parks. 
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3.  Finalizing the work (week 5-6): 
Both activities for finalizing the work, namely  “3.1. Preparing layouts for internal exams” and “3.2. 
Preparing layouts for final exams” are spent in the preparation of the final layouts that will constitute 
the Concept Plan (current and proposed state, see fig.5). They latter should take into account 
amendment and the general discussion that will have taken place after the former will be presented at 
the end of week 3. 

 
 

 
 
Fig.5.  A representation of the Concept Plan in both current (above) and proposed (below) states. Source: Porta and 

Morello (2008). 
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